[Radiological aspects of intestinal lipomas].
The radiological detection of intestinal lipomas is not unusual; however, in-depth studies of their radiological features have never been carried out, so far. Eighteen cases of intestinal lipoma were observed, out of different clinical histories. Through a careful survey of these cases, the authors describe the semiological characteristics of the lipomas, which were studied with radiographic contrast examinations of the small intestine and colon. In most cases the characteristics of the mass and--when present--the even more revealing features of its pedicle allowed the identification of such expansive lesions as lipomas. In some lesions detected by means of conventional methods CT proved extremely useful in diagnosing the nature of the lipomas. Such a diagnosis is extremely useful for it allows extensive surgery to be avoided and replaced with less extensive procedures--e.g. endoscopic removal of the lesion, or no specific treatment at all.